               







Revised 01/03/2023
                              BY-LAWS /Operating Instructions for/
                           DRUM HILL HUNT CLUB GATES, N.C. L.L.C. /
                                  ARTICLE I – NAME 
        The name of the organization shall be Drum Hill Hunt Club Gates, N.C. L.L.C.   
                                  ARTICLE II - OBJECT

          Objectives of the Club/membership shall be:

(a) To provide the Club members the opportunity to engage                                                                       in the sport of deer hunting.

                (b)  To promote hunter safety.

                (c)  To enforce the practice of good sportsmanship and

                     Compliance with local, state, and federal game laws. 

                (d)  To support wildlife conservation programs and to

                     assist wildlife management programs.

(e) To strengthen understanding & cooperation between the landowner & hunter.

                                ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP

          Membership shall be held to forty (40) members, excluding

          honorary members, landowners and junior members, with County

          residents receiving first priority. Members shall be required to:
          (revised March 3, 2005)
                (a)  Be a citizen of the United States and be eighteen (18) years

                     Of age or older and out of high school.
(b) Be sponsored by a Club member who is responsible for ensuring the new
     Member is indoctrinated in club rules and areas that he can hunt before

     He is allowed to be on his own and approved by all Board

                     of Directors or if not, voted on by the majority of membership.
                (c)  Honorary membership may be conferred upon any member or

                     past member by a majority vote of the membership
(d) Any member becoming sixty-five (65)years’ of age before
     dues date, who has been a member for five (5) years proceeding 

     will be eligible for honorary membership.

                (e)  Any member becoming sick or disabled may have his

                     dues refunded at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

(f)  A relative of a member that is sixteen (16) and above by Sept 1st that is in High school and or collage will be a junior member. College students must be enrolled for fall term after High School or they will have to pay full membership dues until they are enrolled. If a regular member wishes to sponsor and be responsible for a non-relative junior member, the board of Directors will make the final decision.  ( revised 11-1-14 )
                (g)  A quorum shall consist:

                 1. For By-Laws changes, at least seven (7) members (all members)

                 2. For hunting regulations, at least (7) members (Gates County members)

                 3. For money expended, at least (7) members (all members)                

                (j)  A new member will be on probation his first year of

                     membership. He will be notified by the Club president

                     at the end of the hunting season if ineligible for permanent

                     membership.

                (k)  A member must also have membership in the Drum Hill community

                     Lodge.  This requires adherence to Lodge rules and the

                     paying of a building fee of Two Hundred ($200.00) Dollars.

                     It may be paid in three (3) installments of One Hundred

                     ($100.00) Dollars the first year and Fifty ($50.00) Dollars

                     for each of the next two (2) years.

                               HUNTER'S CODE OF ETHICS

                       I will consider myself an invited guest of the landowner,

              seeking his permission, and so conducting myself that I may be

              welcome in the future.

                       I will obey the rules of safe gun handling, and will

              courteously but firmly insist that others who hunt with me do the

              same.

                        I will obey all game laws and regulations, and will insist

              that my companions do likewise.

                        I will do my best to acquire those marksmanship and hunting

              skills which assure clean, sportsmanlike kills.

                        I will support conservation efforts, which can assure good

              hunting for future generations of America.

                        I will pass along to younger hunters the attitudes and

              skills essential to help them become a true outdoor sportsman.

I will continuously strive to maintain a clean and safe hunting

              environment. Whenever possible remove litter from the hunting area.

                        I will discourage the use of profanity in the company of children

              and women and on the radio where there is no control over who hears it.

                                  ARTICLE IV - DUES

                (a)   The amount of dues will be decided annually at the

January monthly meeting. Half Dues MUST be paid at the January meeting 
and the remaining balance to be paid at the March meeting.
Dues WILL be paid in full by the March meeting. 
If dues are not paid you will no longer be a member of the Club.

(revised December 7, 2022) 

                (b)   Junior membership dues shall be fifty ($50.00) dollars                         


    per year.

                (c)   Any landowner desiring non-dues paying membership, must

                      own a minimum of fifty (50) acres of land and be approved

                      by the Board of Directors.

                (d)   Any expenditure of monies collected in dues or fees

                      will be subject to the votes of all members of the Club.

                (e)   A member whose dues are not paid by the specified meeting will

                      lose his membership and must reapply if he-desires member-

                      ship in the Club.

                                  ARTICLE V – MEETINGS/WORK-DAYS

                (a)  The regular meeting of the Drum Hill Hunt Club shall be 
                     held on the first Wednesday of March, June, September, October,
                     November, December and January at the Club House. The meetings start at
                     8:00 P.M.                

                     The agenda for the regular scheduled meetings is as follows:

                     January: Close out hunting season; Election of officers;
                     Landowners’ Dinner; Set dues for upcoming year.

                     March: Pay dues; Decide work days; Final preparations for

                     Landowners’ dinner.

                     June: Decide work days; Club business & landowner contact.

                     September: Discuss upcoming hunting season; Report on work days;

                     Posting of Club lands; any unfinished business before season opens.
                     October:

                     November: Select Nomination Committee (to report in January);

                     Midseason Harvest report.
                     December:

                 b)  Special meetings and Board of Director meetings may be

                     called at the discretion of the President.

                (c)  Work days are required to maintain the club house and hunting

                     Land. There are 2 scheduled work days for club members each

                     year that are mandatory. (revised 3-01-2006)
                (d)  (removed 3-01-2006)
                                    ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS

                (a)  The officers of the Club shall consist of President, Vice-

                     President, Secretary, Treasurer and Huntmaster. These

                     officers shall, acting together, constitute the Board of

                     Directors.

                (b)  They shall be residents of Gates County, North Carolina.

                (c)  Candidates for office shall be selected by a Nominating

                     Committee, or nominated from the floor. They shall be

                     elected by a majority of members present by written vote 

                     consisting of at least a quorum at the January Meeting.

                               ARTICLE VII - DUTIES OF OFFICERS

                (a)    President - The President shall preside at all meetings

                       and at the Board of Directors meetings. He shall appoint

                       committees as he deems necessary and perform all such

                       duties pertaining to his office.                                            

                (b)    Vice President - The Vice President shall perform-all

                       the duties of the President in his absence or upon his

                       request.

                (c)    Secretary - The Secretary shall conduct all correspondence

                       pertaining to the Drum Hill Hunt Club. He shall record

                       the minutes of all meetings and maintain a record of such.

                       He shall be responsible for correspondence with landowners

                       concerning the leasing of lands, 

                (d)    Treasurer - The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds of

                       the Club and place same in bank or banks as approved by the

                       Board of Directors.  Such money to be withdrawn only with

                       the approval of the Board of Directors. He shall maintain

                       an accurate account of all his transactions and give a

                       financial report quarterly or upon request of the Board of

                       Directors. Funds will be audited in Jan. of each year.

                (e)    Hunt master - The Huntmaster shall direct all hunting activi-

                       ties.  He shall be responsible for enforcing all Clubs
                       hunting rules, safety regulations, game laws, and compliance

                       with Hunters code of Ethics.

                       He may appoint assistants as he deems necessary from the entire 

                       Membership of the club.

                           ARTICLE VIII - SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION

                (a)   Any officer may-be removed from office by a two-thirds

                      vote of the members in good standing present or at

                      any Special meeting called for this purpose if a quorum

                      is present. A fifteen (15) day written notice must be

                      given stating the reason for his removal.

(b) Any member may be suspended from hunting privileges immediately, 

By one of the Board of Directors after receiving a complaint

                      in writing or observing a violation. The member must be notified of

                      charges brought against him in writing at least fifteen (15) days

                      Prior to trial date. He shall be notified of trial date and receive

                      a full hearing.

                (c)   Any member found guilty of violations of by-law regulations

                      may be suspended, expelled or put on probation as determined

                      by those holding the hearing. If found innocent he must be

                      restored to full membership.

                (d)   Charges may be preferred against any officer or member by

                      any member in good standing. They must be in writing,

                      clearly stating facts and charges. They must be received

                      by the Board of Directors within twenty four (24) hours of

                      alleged offense.

               (e)    Any suspended member or officer may appeal for reinstatement.

    Such appeal shall be made in writing to the Secretary who will

    notify the President. The President will call a Special

    meeting of the Board of Directors to act upon the appeal.

               (f)    REMOVED
                               ARTICLE IX - REGULATIONS

           Regulations shall be defined as a rule that applies to who, where,

           when, and manner that is used by all Club membership and their visitors.

                (a)   Regulations concerning hunting shall be decided by the

                      voting of Gates County resident members only.

                (b)   No partaking of intoxicating substances shall be permitted

                      during an organized hunt.

                (c)   Hunters under the age of sixteen (16) must be accompanied

                      by a parent, guardian, or member approved by the Huntmaster.

(d) REMOVED
(e) No center fire rifles will be used in any organized hunt, or still hunting on land leased by the Drum Hill Hunt Club. Coyote hunting is allowed on leased land and may be taken by all legal means in the Mingle. When using a rifle, all paths in the Mingle must be blocked with your vehicle except the Ray Wilson and the Kenny path. 
                      anyone caught violating this regulation, or shooting deer on any

                      land using a centerfire rifle without legal permission is subject

                      to expulsion from the club. 

                (f)  All hunters are expected to remain in the hunt until dogs

                     have been secured.

                (g)  All members are to adhere to the Hunter's Code of Ethics.

                (h)  To conform to North Carolina Hunting Laws all hunters

                     must wear blaze orange which will be either a cap or a 
                     hunting vest. 
                (i)  All members will have a dog box (that is suitable in size) in their

                     vehicle during all hunts or ride with another member. 
                (j)  Still hunting is permitted on leased club lands on non-organized 

                     hunt days, or with huntmasters permission on organized hunt days.

If a member still-hunts on lands not leased by Club he must obtain           land owners permission. 
                (k)  Due to Landowner concerns, organized hunt days are Wednesdays,
                     Saturdays, and all recognized holidays to include the week

                     of Thanksgiving, school break for Christmas, and all teacher

                     workdays. Any deviation to these hunt days must be approved by the

                     Board of Directors. (revised 9-6-2005)
(l) (revised 2/25/2020) BUCK RULE REMOVED. NO BUCK RULE
(m) “No Shooting” areas will be designated by the Huntmaster prior to each hunt, such as, Jones’ Swamp, Bruce Kings’ Neck, and several other potential problem areas due to the recent and ongoing development of Gates County.  
                (n)  Organized Bear hunting is not allowed without permission from the

                     Board of Directors. Still hunting for Bear will be allowed with Hunt-
                     master’s permission.

                                  ARTICLE X - VISITORS

          A visitor or guest is an invited non-member hunter participating

          in a day's hunt.

(a) A member may invite unlimited visitors during a hunting season, However a visitor may only participate for three paid visits a year, but can ride ( unarmed ) with a sponsor as many times as he/she wants. The huntmaster will provide a visitor pass in either situation. In the event that a visitor would like to become a member, the board of directors will make a decision based on club input and available membership openings. 
(b) If a member has a spouse or partner that lives at the same residence as the member and would like to join DHHC, then membership dues will be half of a regular membership cost. In the event that this relationship does not last the reduced membership will be terminated.   ( revised 11-1-14 )
                (c ) A member shall be responsible for his guest and

                    provide him with a dated visitor’s card provided

                    by the huntmaster.

                (d) A visitor is subject to all Club rules and regulations.

          Any proposed Amendments to these by-laws may be introduced by any

          member at any meeting if a Quorum of Members is present. Any amendments to

          these By-laws must be approved by the Board of Directors.

          I hereby certify that these By-laws have been adopted by this Club.
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